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'burg Blogs »
The road to becoming a student journalist
Posted January 28, 2013 at 2:54 pm by Chelsea Tatham '14
The first time I attended a Crow’s Nest meeting, I was scared to death. I was a sophomore just
starting my beginning journalism writing classes and after weeks of personal pep talk, I
convinced myself to attend a meeting.
When I sat down in the lounge of PRW, the then editor-in-chief asked what I liked to write
about. My answer: “Anything except sports.”

About five minutes later I had a story assignment and absolutely no idea where
to go with it.
Flash forward to the end of spring 2012. I had written a few stories for The Crow’s Nest (even
one for the front page!) and was curious about joining the staff as an editor. One of the job
openings was for the Creative Director, which entails layout and design. Well, I have some
experience with layout; I did it for a couple years in high school for the student newspaper. I
applied for the job, warned them that I needed a crash course in Adobe InDesign, and got the job
about a month later.
Little did I know that I was going to have to learn InDesign, Photoshop, and my responsibilities
as Creative Director very quickly. Honestly, I don’t know where I would be if it weren’t for the
guidance and skill of our graphic designer, Justin Duplain. He has taught me everything I know
about design and was very patient with me the entire time. He never got frustrated even when I
was frustrated with myself.

I’m proud to say that I quickly learned some very tough computer programs and
helped put out 16 amazing issues in the course of five months.
Now, The Crow’s Nest is about to put out issue 19 and every week I learn something new about
design, photos, writing, or journalism in general.
Working for the student newspaper has taken me from being shy and introverted, to not being
afraid to go up to someone and talk to him or her or call someone on the phone for an interview.
Getting involved in something like this really helped me grow. After all the hard work I put in,
it’s exciting to know that people are reading what I write and appreciating what I put together.

The Crow's Nest newspapers
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